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ticularly as represented in monuments of art, began
almost as early as any, under the Hittites before 2000 b.c.
and continued longer, even well down into the Middle
Ages in the hands of the Seljuk Turks. The land was
inhabited by many different races, speaking many differ-
ent languages, even during single periods; it was divided
up into many independent states which encroached upon
each other from time to time. It was dominated again
and again by one or more of these native states that had
grown more powerful than the others; it was ruled
entirely or in part, at one time or another, by foreign
powers—Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, Romans and By-
zantines. It was overrun by Gauls, Mongols and Tartars,
and finally fell to the Turks, first the Seljuks and then
the Ottomans, in whose hands it still remains. Hence its
political geography and history, its archaeology and phil-
ology are the most complicated and intricate in all the
world.
Relics of the old Stone Age have been found in almost
all parts of Asia Minor; but in the earliest historical
times the Hittites dominated the high plateau of the
middle of the peninsula, and had a great capital at a
place now called Boghaz Koi. This place has been quite
thoroughly, though not completely, excavated, and has
yielded remarkable monuments of architecture and
sculpture and many inscriptions in the Hittite language
which is still for the most part indecipherable. To the
westward, remains of Hittite art extend almost to the
^Bgean Sea, exemplified in such works as the rock sculp-
tures of Mons Siloylus and the Kara Bel. This people
seems to have spread well over the interior of Asia
Minor, and we may yet discover Hittite remains beneath
the ruins of many an Hellenistic city. We are gradually
beginning to learn something about the Hittites. If we
could only discover a definite key to their writing we
should probably have a new Bible of information about

